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Nestled in the rugged landscape of southern Nevada, 
Christmas Tree Pass offers a unique blend of natural 
beauty, outdoor adventure, and cultural intrigue. 
Located in the Lake Mead National Recreation Area 
near Laughlin, this 12-mile stretch of gravel road is 
more than just a scenic route—it’s a gateway to 
breathtaking desert vistas, ancient petroglyphs, and 
quirky traditions that make it a must-visit destination. 
Whether you’re a hiker, history enthusiast, or road 
tripper, Christmas Tree Pass promises an unforgettable 
experience. Stretching through the Newberry 
Mountains, Christmas Tree Pass boasts dramatic 
desert landscapes characterized by rocky peaks, 
rugged canyons, and sparse vegetation. The pass rises 
to approximately 5,000 feet, providing panoramic 
views of the surrounding terrain. The flora includes 
creosote bushes, yucca plants, and ocotillo, while the 
fauna features desert tortoises, coyotes, and various 
bird species, making it a haven for nature lovers. One 
of the standout attractions of Christmas Tree Pass is 
Grapevine Canyon, located just off the main route. 
Here, visitors can marvel at an extensive collection of 
Native American petroglyphs etched into the canyon 

walls. These ancient carvings, some over a thousand 
years old, are believed to have been created by the 
Mojave people and depict animals, geometric shapes, 
and spiritual symbols. The canyon is also home to a 
spring-fed oasis, a rare find in the arid Mojave Desert. 
A short, moderate hike leads visitors to this cultural 
treasure, offering a glimpse into the region’s rich 
history and the resourcefulness of its early inhabitants. 
True to its name, Christmas Tree Pass has a festive 
side. Over the years, visitors have adorned the desert 
vegetation—primarily juniper trees—with ornaments, 
tinsel, and other decorations, transforming the rugged 
pass into a whimsical, holiday-inspired display. While 
this tradition adds a playful charm to the area, visitors 
are encouraged to respect the environment by 
practicing responsible decoration or enjoying the 
displays without adding to them. Christmas Tree Pass 
serves as a launching point for a variety of outdoor 
activities. Hiking trails wind through the surrounding 
Newberry Mountains, offering opportunities to explore 
hidden canyons, discover unique rock formations, and 
enjoy solitude in the wilderness. Grapevine Canyon, in 
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P R E S I D E N T S  

C O R N E R  
 

Happy holidays to you and yours:  
 

May our new year bring great things.  Thank you to 
all the volunteers for their time spent at the museum. 
It is very much appreciated.  
 

Maintaining our yards and our buildings takes a lot of 
time and it's so nice to see the great jobs the 
volunteers do. Without our volunteers, we couldn't 
exist. Many thank yous to all of you for your very 
wonderful help. 
 

Also, if you have anything you would like to donate, 
contact the archival committee to check and see if it's 
a good fit for the museum. Please call the museum. 
The number is 928-754-3399, or you can call me at 
928-219-2582. 
 

Our museum hours are now Tuesday through 
Saturday, 10:00 am to 4:00 pm, with the last 
admission at 3:00. So if there are no visitors as of 
3:00, we will close. 
 

If you have any questions concerning the museum, 
please call me at 928-219-2582 or call the museum at 
928-754-3399. 
 

More to come for 2025. Cannot wait. Take care and 
see you next year. 
 

Sincerely  
Karole Finkelstein 
President  

The Colorado River Historical Society Museum is 
seeking volunteers. If you enjoy history and want to 
learn more about the area, the society needs you. This 
is a  chance to meet area visitors from all over the 
world and form friendships with a wonderful group of 
volunteers. Many of our volunteers are part-time 
residents and retirees. Hours are flexible and duties are 
as easy or challenging as you would like. 
 

Examples of the types of volunteer we need: 
Docent                                                                                                              Handyman 
Gardener                                                                                                        Data Entry 

                           Teachers                                                                                                        Marketing 
                Fundraising & Event Coordinators 

CALL FOR  
VOLUNTEERS 

 

Continued from pg1 
particular, is a popular hiking destination, but numerous 
unmarked trails invite the more adventurous to wander 
off the beaten path. Rock climbers and bouldering 
enthusiasts will find plenty of challenging spots in the 
area, while bird watchers can delight in sightings of 
desert species such as the phainopepla and cactus wren. 
Christmas Tree Pass is located about 20 miles north of 
Laughlin, Nevada. To reach it, take State Route163 to 
Christmas Tree Pass Road. The gravel road is best 
navigated in dry conditions, and while a four wheel-
drive vehicle is not strictly necessary, it can make the 
journey more comfortable. The gravel road is accessible 
by most vehicles, but higher clearance is recommended, 
especially after heavy rain. As you traverse the pass, 
you’ll encounter numerous spots perfect for 
photography or quiet contemplation of the desert’s vast 
expanse. The ideal times to explore Christmas Tree 
Pass are during the spring and fall when temperatures 
are moderate. Summer visits can be challenging due to 
extreme heat, while winter offers cooler temperatures, 
making it perfect for hiking and exploring. Visitors 
should come prepared with plenty of water, snacks, and 
sturdy hiking shoes. A map or GPS device is 
recommended, as cell service can be unreliable in the 
area. If visiting Grapevine Canyon, don’t forget 
sunscreen and a camera to capture the stunning 
petroglyphs. Christmas Tree Pass is a hidden gem that 
showcases the natural beauty and cultural richness of 
southern Nevada. From its striking desert landscapes 
and ancient petroglyphs to its quirky holiday tradition, 
this destination offers something for everyone. Whether 
you’re passing through or planning a day trip, 
Christmas Tree Pass is a reminder of the Mojave 
Desert’s endless surprises and timeless allure 

 NOTE: The information from this article was obtained 

through CHAT GBT.  
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AROUND THE HOUSE  

The Poinsettia: A Symbol of Holiday Cheer and 
Tradition 
The Poinsettia, with its vivid red and green leaves, is 
one of the most iconic plants associated with the 
holiday season. Known for its vibrant color and festive 
appearance, this striking plant has deep cultural and 
historical significance. Native to Mexico and grown 
worldwide, the Poinsettia has become synonymous 
with Christmas, often adorning homes, churches, and 
public spaces during the winter months. In this article, 
we will explore the fascinating history, cultivation, 
care tips, and symbolic meaning of this beloved plant. 
 

 
History and Origins of the Poinsettia 
The Poinsettia’s story begins in its native land of Mexico, where it grows in the wild as a woody shrub. Known 
there as "Flor de Nochebuena" (Christmas Eve flower), the plant blooms around Christmas time, making it a 
natural symbol for the holiday season. Its bright red bracts (modified leaves) surrounding small yellow flowers 
give it the appearance of a star, leading to its association with Christmas. 
The Poinsettia’s introduction to the United States can be traced back to 1828, thanks to Joel Poinsett, the first U.S. 
Ambassador to Mexico. Poinsett, a passionate botanist, discovered the plant during his time in Mexico and brought 
cuttings back to his plantation in South Carolina. The plant quickly gained popularity among Americans, who 
began cultivating it as a decorative plant. In recognition of his role in bringing the Poinsettia to the United States, 
the plant was named in his honor. 
Symbolism of the Poinsettia 
Beyond its festive colors, the Poinsettia holds a special place in cultural symbolism. In Mexico, the plant is linked 
to Christmas Eve traditions and is often used in religious celebrations. According to one legend, a poor Mexican 
girl, unable to afford a gift for the Christ child, gathered weeds and placed them at the altar. Miraculously, the 
weeds transformed into vibrant red flowers, signifying that the most meaningful gifts are those given from the 
heart. This story is one of the reasons the Poinsettia is so closely associated with Christmas. 
In addition to its connection to Christmas, the Poinsettia is also a symbol of goodwill, joy, and celebration. Its 
bright, cheerful colors reflect the warmth and love of the holiday season. Some cultures also associate the plant 
with purity, as its red flowers are seen as a symbol of the blood of Christ, making it a significant religious symbol. 
Growing and Caring for Poinsettias 
While the Poinsettia is a relatively easy plant to grow, it does require specific care to thrive. Here are some tips to 
help ensure your Poinsettia flourishes: 
Light: Poinsettias need plenty of indirect light. They should be placed in a bright room, away from direct sunlight, 
as harsh sunlight can cause the leaves to fade. 
Temperature: The ideal temperature range for Poinsettias is between 65-75°F (18-24°C). They should be kept away 
from cold drafts, as temperatures below 50°F (10°C) can damage the plant. 
Watering: Poinsettias prefer moist soil, but it is important not to overwater them. Let the top inch of soil dry out 
before watering. Be sure the pot has good drainage to prevent water from accumulating at the bottom, as this can 
cause root rot. 
Fertilizing: To keep your Poinsettia looking its best, fertilize it every two weeks with a balanced, water-soluble 
fertilizer, starting a month after purchase. 
Post-Holiday Care: After the holiday season, you can keep your Poinsettia alive by trimming it back and placing it 
in a sunny spot. With proper care, the plant may bloom again the following year. 
Poinsettias and Holiday Decor 
During the Christmas season, Poinsettias are used in a variety of ways to brighten up home décor. They can be 
arranged in large planters, incorporated into wreaths, or used as centerpieces for holiday tables. Their striking 
colors make them ideal for creating a warm, festive atmosphere, and they complement other holiday decorations, 
such as Christmas trees, garlands, and lights. 
In addition to homes, Poinsettias are commonly used in churches and public spaces, adding a touch of nature to 
seasonal celebrations. In fact, the U.S. National Poinsettia Day, observed on December 12, celebrates this beautiful 
flower and encourages its use in holiday decorations. 
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4th Annual Patron Event ”New Year at Your Museum”:  

January 21th 2025 - Tuesday 5pm-7:00pm(AZ time) 

 
EVENTS CALENDAR 

All events are at the museum unless otherwise stated 

November  2024 Crossword Puzzle answers:  

Mojave Camel Experiment 

 WORD PUZZLE 

Christmas Tree Pass 

It's the time of year for friends, family, food and renewing 
your museum membership! If you have not renewed yet, 
please take a moment to log onto our website, 
www.coloradoriverhistoricalsociety.org or drop a check in 
the mail.  
Remember, we are staffed entirely by volunteers, so all 
your contribution dollars are used for the ongoing 
operation of the museum, the Lil’ Red Schoolhouse, and 
the Educational Gardens.  Please note, membership dues 
have increased to $20 for individuals and $30 for families 
Happy Holidays! 
If you have questions about membership, or you’re 

interested in becoming a member, please reach out to 

Ellen Brown at 928-542-1160 or see one of the docents 

when you visit the museum. 
 

Membership Chair - Ellen Brown 

 
MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 

http://www.coloradoriverhistoricalsociety.org
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Mission Statement 
 

The mission of The Colorado River Historical 
Society shall be to operate a museum to 

promote interest and knowledge concerning 
the  history of the Lower Colorado River area, 

most specifically the Tri-state area. 
 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Karole Finkelstein – President 

Barbra Brandt – Vice-President 

Ellen Brown – Secretary  

Carla Lucas – Treasurer 

Robbie Adams – Director  

Jim Lucas - Director 

Denise Vallon – Director  

Mary Wall – Director 

Ray Wesch – Director  

Phone: 928-754-3399 

Email: CRHSmuseum@outlook.com 

Web: coloradoriverhistoricalsociety.org/ 

Hours of Operations: 
Tuesday—Saturday 10:00am - 4:00pm 

(last admittance 3:00pm) 

1239 Highway 95 

Bullhead City, AZ 86429  

PO Box 1599 

Bullhead City, AZ 86430  

Grapevine News Editor - Laurie Thompson 

C O L O R A D O  R I V E R  
H I S T O R I C A L  S O C I E T Y  

M U S E U M  

hyyp://coloradoriverhistoricalsociet.org

