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Notice of Correction: Feature Article Update
Ensuring Accuracy in Our Museum's Storytelling

The May Museum newsletter article The Rose/Bailey Massacre: A Forgotten Chapter of the Arizona Frontier
contained significant inaccuracies and did not accurately present the information from our exhibits. Upholding the
truth and integrity of our shared history is of utmost importance to us, and we regret any confusion or
misunderstanding the article may have caused.

The revised feature article in this month’s newsletter now presents information drawn directly from the official
storyboard text used in our museum. We have ensured the accuracy of this updated content.

Thank you for your understanding and continued support as we strive to deliver educational and engaging content
rooted in careful research and authenticity.

-y By late August, the two wagon trains had reached the
— summit of Sitgreaves Pass in the Black Mountains of
Arizona. They were exhausted, hungry and thirsty and
 had been harassed for some time by the Yavapai and
Havasupai. Near the Colorado River, the Rose-Baley

wagon trains encountered the Mojaves who appeared
i friendly by providing directions and provisions. Udell
and a group of the settlers remained in the
mountains. Once Rose, Baley and the remaining
members of the group reached the river, they set up
Rose-Baley Wagon Train 1858 camp and drove their livestock to the river to drink.

In May 1858, two wagon trains of emigrants left Santa ~ Wanting to eventually cross the river, the wagon party
Fe, New Mexico headed to California taking the  used the cottonwood trees to construct rafts not
uncompleted Beale’s Wagon Road. One wagon train ~ realizing that these were considered valuable to the
was led by Leonard John Rose, (“L.J.”), and the other =~ Mojaves. On the night of August 30", the Mojaves
by Gillum Baley. One member of the Baley train, John  attacked the encampment with bows and arrows. One
Udell, had previous experience traveling in the west,  of the male emigrants was killed and 11 others
opposed the choice of route but was overruled. The  Wounded. The emigrants, armed with guns, killed 17
trains’ leaders hired a guide who had been found  of the Mojaves.

incompetent by previous expeditions. Continued on pg2
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Continued from pgl

During the battle, Rose received word that all 4
members of the Bentner family from his party who
had stayed in the mountains, had been killed by
Hualapai tribe members. The Rose-Baley emigrants
lost all but 17 of their 400 head of cattle and 10 of
their 37 horses, as well as much of their equipment
and supplies. The Rose-Baley party decided to turn
back and head for Albuquerque, 500 miles
away. Along the route, they encountered two
westbound parties who also turned back. Before the
combined parties reached Albuquerque, they were in
a destitute state but managed to send word to the
commander of the U.S. Army post there who sent
sufficient food and supplies enabling the group to
reach the town.

The killing of the Bentner family was interpreted as a
massacre and news of it touched off a round of
misunderstanding that resulted in the establishment
of Fort Mojave and the U.S. military control of the
Mojaves to protect future emigrants traveling west.

Excerpts from Disaster at the Colorado — Beale’s
Wagon Road and the First Emigrant Party by
Charles W. Baley. Utah State University
Press. 2002

VOLUNTEER
CORNER

Welcome to our new volunteer Faith de l1a Torre:

Faith has decided to become a volunteer after being a
member of the museum for the past 2 years. As a
Snowbird for many years she has decided to make
Bullhead her new home. Thank you Faith for joining us!

COLLECTION DONATIONS

Preserving Our Past:
Call for Historical Donations

Help Us Enrich Our Museum Collection

We are seeking donations of artifacts, photographs,
documents, newspapers, and other historical items
related to the local Tri-State area.

We are particularly looking for items that tell the

stories of:

e The construction and legacy of Davis Dam

e Early family histories of the area

e Mining equipment and memorabilia

e The Mojave people and their traditions

o Fort Mojave and the soldiers who served there

o The steamboats that once traversed the Colorado
River

o Ranching, explorers, and the adventurers of the
past

o Businesses and organizations that shaped the area
prior to 1990

Every artifact has a story to tell, and your
contributions can help us bring those stories to life
for generations to come. Whether it is an old
photograph in a dusty album, documents tucked away
in a drawer, or an heirloom that reflects our shared
history, your donation can make a difference.

If you have items you’d like to contribute or if you
are unsure about the historical significance of an
artifact, please contact Carla at 928-754-3399 or
email her at crhsmuseum(@outlook.com, or visit the
museum during our open hours to discuss potential
donations.

Thank you for your support.


mailto:crhsmuseum@outlook.com

EVENTS CALENDAR

All events are at the museum unless otherwise stated

Special Thanks to Beth Wexler of Beth’s Burro Barn:

Beth brought her group of minature horses “Popcorn’ and
Peanut”. They were fantastic!

Beths experiences and explanation of the handling of donkeys and
miniature horses was very informative.

We look forward to seeing what Beth has in store for us at our
upcoming December event.
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Wet Felting Workshop with Eleonora Schonhofer:

This is a unique opportunity to learn how to do Wet Felting, a
crafting technique that transforms wool fibers into fabric using
water, soap and agitation. It’s a way to create durable, felted
fabrics by manipulating wool fibers with moisture and movement.
Class size limited to only 10 people — Adults only - $10.00 each

Please sign up at the museum — class must be pre-paid.

September 24th 2025 - Wednesday Spm-7pm(AZ time)

Wel Flting
\Workshop

Faught by: Eleonora Schonhofer

In this workshop you will:

Learn the basics of wet felting in this
workshop. Participants will make wrist
warmers by felting layers of wool together.
They will also learn about different
possibilities and applications of wet felting
techniques. This program is intended for
beginners with no previous experience. All
materials will be provided

This program is intended for ages 18+.

Pre-registration is required to attend. Date:
Pre-pay $10 at Museum to reserve your 24 September' 2025 “0 R“/L[f
« A
spot Wednesday d “Join s to learn tips \)QQ‘“ ll[ffg\&
LOCATION: 5:00 PM = 7:00 PM (AZ time). . to guard yourself, your @ PRESENTS 2

1239 HWY 95 (in BHC Community Park)
Bullhead City, AZ 86429

O L~ W LORRIF DUGGINS
~ % \PERSONAL SAFETY PRESENTATION

Tuesday - October 14" 2025
6:00pm (AZ time)

home and your

Lorrie Duggins - Bullhead City Police Dept.

Community Service Officer: D
You can reduce opportunities for criminals to strike. Join us to Officer Lorrie Duggins will provide tips for
learn tips to guard yourself, your home and your money! protecting yourself RS . I(ﬂl%fﬁ%%%’fg
Raffle Prizes and take-home materials will be provided. WILL BF PROVIDED.

October 14th 2025 - Tuesday 6pm-7:30pm(AZ time)

« There will be information on the Scams / ID Theft Presentation
« You can reduce the opportunities for criminals to strike.
- Learn about the top scams occurring in our city including

information on identity theft, the fastest growing crime in America.

Location:
Colorado River Museum

1239 Hwy 95 (in BHC Community Park)
MUSEUM Bullhead City, AZ 86442

928-754-3399



HISTORIC BUS

Please joh us for fms l{nique opportunity to OCTOBE

explore historical sites in Laughlin and Old lstbé;zstb ‘R

Bullhead. See where the towns first citizens S , 2

lived and thrived in this desert landscape. m#’gmﬂmgfgn Ipm and last 2-3 hours. Cost $25.
This bus tour will be narrated by local historian, ~ * 'Mmy,,w’:ﬂm

Mary Ragusa, and will last for 2-3 hours with . m""l‘a:mu
educational stops. . ”“W:'l 2
Private tour for Bullhead City Ladies 2025. ”msm,l"m‘“

LAUGHLIN &
BULLHEAD CITY

EVENTS CALENDAR

All events are at the museum unless otherwise stated

Historic Bus Tours with historical guide Mary Ragusa:

PN
MUSEUM
b 1239 4

TOUR

time)

May have additional seating. Contact Gale at

661-303-0242

&

DUE TO LIMITED SEATING (18 GUESTS),
WE WILL BE TAKING RESERVATIONS FOR

THIS NOW. RESEVATIONS DUE BY A ril
9/15/2025 p .

SIGN UP AND PAY AT THE MUSEUM.
1239 HWY 95 (IN BHC COMMUNITY PARK)
BULLHEAD CITY, AZ 86429
928-754-3399

“MANY THANKS TO SILVER RIDER FOR THEIR SUPPORT IN PROVIDING THE BUS FOR THIS TRIP”.

“Soup”erBowl Festival:

The “Soup”’erBowl festival is going to be a big deal. We will be selling
handmade ceramic soup bowls that our guests can then fill with an
assortment of soups. This festival will consist of a soup contest indoors

and a festival outside with lots of activities for the kids and much more.

If you are available to help with this event and/or to make a soup or a
cake, please call Gale at 661-303-0242.
November 9th, 2025 - Sunday 11am— 3pm(AZ time)

Beth’s Burro Barn—Christmas Photo Opportunities:

Beth Wexler will be here with here miniature ponies for Christmas
pictures.

December 6th, 2025 - Saturday—Time TBD

Private Museum Tour of Searchlight and Nelson Nevada:

The next two historical tours are scheduled. These are private
tours for the Bullhead City Ladies 2025 but may have some open
seating available. Please call the museum at 928-754-3399 to
check availability and pay to reserve your seat. The tours start at

October 18th (Saturday) & 26th (Sunday)2025 - Ipm-(AZ

Note: More tours are in the works for next February and

o i &

) MUSEUM =

@‘ h 1239 4 FREE ICE CREAM
FROM CULVER'S

WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR $25
(CASH/CHECK ONLY)
PURCHASE AND FILL WITH SOUR,

OF YOUR CHOICE.

NOVEMBER
TIAM-3PM

. _
SOUPS - DRINK - MUSIC - KIDS GAMES @

Face & Rock Painting- Bracelet Making - Gold Panning
Location:

Colorado River Museum ¥ 2
1239 HWY 95 (in BHC Community Park), Bullhead City, AZ 86429 o>
928-754-3399 - crhsmuseumeoutlook.com i

Private museum tour of Searchlight and the old town of Nelson. More info to follow.

January 10th, 2026 - Saturday—Time TBD

Private Museum Tour of Chloride Arizona:

Private museum tour of Chloride including a gun fight by the Vigilantes. More info to follow.

February 21st 2026 - Saturday—Time TBD

Private Museum Tour of Walking Box Ranch Nevada:

Founded in 1931 by actors Rex Bell and Clara Bow as a working 400,000 acre ranch and visited by
Hollywood nobility such as Clark Gable, Carol Lombard, Errol Flynn and Lionel Barrymore. The ranch is
not open to the public so this tour is a unique opportunity for our museum. Space is limited to 30 guests

March 14th 2026 - Saturday—Time TBD



Educational Garden News

Prickly Pear Preparation Tips:

Recently I picked some of the prickly pear fruit
from our “Overachiever” prickly pear cactus in the
Educational Garden. After doing some research on
how to prepare these fruits (thank you Mary Ragusa
for your input) into something edible I was able to
make something delicious with them. There are
many recipes available including, prickly pear jelly,
candy, syrup, and many types of drinks. I decided to
make some refreshing prickly pear lemonade.

First, I would like to address the elephant in the
room, “How do you safely handle these little
gems?” Don’t be fooled into thinking there are only
a few needles on them. They are literally covered
with a fine layer of barbed hairlike needles.
Although these don’t go into your skin very far,
they can be irritating and difficult to get out. While
it is true if you wear leather gloves this will allow
you to handle them safely, I would caution the
needles will stay in the gloves, then get you when
you touch the gloves.

There are a couple other ways to deal with these
little monsters, either by holding the fruit with
thongs and use a small torch to burn them off or
boiling them in water. I chose the latter and it
worked wonderfully.

Laurie Thompson ~ Master Gardener

9-Enjoy!

Add desired amounts of fresh squeezed lemonade (I used about %2 cup each
for a 480z mason jar of finished product). Add sugar to taste and enjoy.

1=

Just bring a large pot
of water to a boil and
drop the fruit in and
blanch (about one
minute).

.

Immediately
remove from heat
and cool down.

3=

Once cool, it they
are easily peeled.

4-

After peeled, place in a food processor
(seeds included) and puree. Sieve out
seed pulp when done.



WORD PUZZLE
Rose-Baley Wagon Train
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BALEY
EMIGRANTS
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WOUNDED YAVAPAI

June 2025 Crossword Puzzle answers:

Access Bridges
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Happy July -- Hope everyone is doing well and
that your 4th was a great time.

We were very thankful for the wonderful evening
with Beth Wexler and her group of miniature
horses’ “Popcorn” and “Peanut” were fantastic.
Her experience and explanation of the handling
of Donkeys was very informative. Her rescues
have saved many animals. All of this comes out
of her pocket. So proud to have these special
people in our community.

Many fun things happening - check out the
newsletter or emails .

If you have items for the archives and displays
you can call the museum for an appointment to
bring in for approval

Remember our summer hours:

Tuesday -Saturday 10-2 if no shows by 1 then
we close.

Excited on our new members and

volunteers. Thank you for being a part of our
museum community.

Stay safe for the summer. Be hydrated and take
care.

Sincerely
Karole Finkelstein

President

A Note From our Membership Chairman:

Remember, the benefits of membership include free
admission to other area museums including Needles
and Lake Havasu, as well as a discount in our gift
shop. Tell your friends!

If you have questions about membership, or you’re
interested in becoming a member, please contact me
at 928-542-1160 or see one of the docents when you
visit the museum.

Thank you for all your support!
Ellen Brown

B



BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Karole Finkelstein — President
Barbra Brandt — Vice-President
Ellen Brown — Secretary
Carla Lucas — Treasurer
Robbie Adams — Director
Denise Vallon — Director

Jim Lucas - Director

Mary Wall — Director

COLORADO RIVER ,
HISTORICAL SOCIETY Ray Wesch — Director
MUSEUM
1239 Highway 95 PO Box 1599
Bullhead City, AZ 86429 Bullhead City, AZ 86430 Mission Statement

The mission of The Colorado River
Email: CRHSmuseum@outlook.com Historical Society ;hall be to operate a
Web: coloradoriverhistoricalsociety.org/ e e e e e A S edEg

: S : concerning the history of the Lower
Hours of Operations: Colorado River area, most specifically the
Tuesday—Saturday 10:00am - 2:00pm T —
(last admittance 1:00pm)

Phone: 928-754-3399

Grapevine News Editor - Laurie Thompson

N i

GIFT SHOP NEWS COLLECTIONS CORNER

This adorable ironworks quail and several other The Collections Committee is diligently preparing a
ironworks products made by Universal [ronworks in new exhibit that will highlight this early 1900s
Prescott, Arizona are now available in the museum Victrola, generously donated by Chris Gonzales.
gift shop. Chris’s father, Frank Gonzales, was a partner in a

mine near Oatman. The exhibit should be ready by

Keep the gift shop in mind for your gift-giving needs. this September.

The proceeds from the gift shop are one of the
museum’s primary sources of revenue.



hyyp://coloradoriverhistoricalsociet.org

