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Celebrating the 3rd Anniversary of the Grapevine News

A throw back in time - June 2022 Featured Article
The following article is taken from the Dam 'n News, weekly publication by employees of

Utah Construction during the construction of Davis Dam.
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BRIDGES
No. 9 January 17, 1947

The start of any large construction job involves three
immediate operations, distinct but equally important:
building the camp; building the maintenance and
repair shops; and developing access to the work area.
At the Davis Dam site, the location of the work area
in relation to the camp and shops required
construction of several timber trestle bridges. Each
bridge was located and built for a specific purpose,
and the following outline will give a general picture
of this feature of the construction plant and its
relation to the overall construction of the dam. The
bridges are numbered from the downstream unit,
proceeding upstream.
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BRIDGE NO.1

Constructed across the Colorado River between the
end of the Kingman highway and the contractor's
townsite. Bridge No 1 serves as access from the
townsite to the Kingman road and connects the
Kingman and Searchlight highways. However, its
primary purpose is to act as a haul road from the
gravel processing plant below the townsite to the
aggregate storage bins south of the concrete mixing
plant. Three quarters of a million cubic yards of
separated sand and gravel will be transported over
this bridge before the powerhouse and outlet works
are completed.

BRIDGE NO.2

Originally built during the first contract in 1942, this
bridge was redecked in the life of the present
contract and has served as the main access between
the Arizona and Nevada sides of the river. The main
portion of the routine hauling passes across this
trestle.

BRIDGE NO.3

Bridge No. 3 is the main haul bridge. Placed directly
between the excavation area and the stockpiles, it
forms a part of the straight-line haul road over which
Euclid trucks carry twelve to fourteen thousand
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cubic yards of excavated rock per day. Since its
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completion in May of last year until the rock
excavation is finally finished, a total of over two
and one half million cubic yards of rock will have
been transported from Arizona to Nevada over this
main haul bridge. After the excavation is finished,
the downstream cofferdam will be constructed by
placing imperious fill along the downstream side
of the bridge, to seal of the river from the lower
end of the area to be excavated for the foundation
of the main dam. Cells of steel sheet piling will be
driven along the Arizona end to protect the timber
piling of the trestle from erosion as the Colorado is
diverted from its riverbed and the entire flow
discharged through the narrow outlet of the spill-
way. Dissipation of the energy contained in the
river discharge near the end of the bridge will
produce a tremendous boil and a scouring action
in the channel bed which might easily undermine
the piling supporting the bridge except for the
protection of the sheet pile cells. A wye is now
under construction to permit by-passing of truck
traffic around the end of the bridge while the sheet
piling is being driven.

BRIDGE NO.4

This is the only bridge which will not be removed
when the dam and appurtenant works are
completed. It is located within the body of the
upstream cofferdam, and will be permanently
embedded when the cofferdam is finished to its
final height, Designated as a "skeleton trestle" it
consists of runways for two rows of trucks, with
an open slot between the runways to permit
dumping directly through the trestle into the river
by bottom-dump Euclid Truck when diversion is
finally accomplished and the Colorado is turned
into the diversion channel.

BRIDGE NO.5

Constructed, not across the Colorado River, but over the
diversion channel to the east of the upstream cofferdam,
Bridge No. 5 will not be used until early in 1948. At
that time, construction of the main dam will commence.
The central portion, or core, of the dam consists of a

million cubic yards of mixed sand and clay called

impervious material and forms the watertight section of

the dam. This material is found in a borrow pit several
miles north and east of the dam area and its
transportation to the dam involves haul across the
diversion channel over Bridge No. 5. Upon completion
of the contract, Bridge No. 5 as well as all others except
Bridge No. 4 will be removed and the timber piling
pulled from the bed of the channel.
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PRESIDENTS
CORNER

Happy June!
Hope everyone is doing well.

Just got back from a wonderful vacation. Driving
almost 3000 miles round trip through South Dakota,
New Mexico, Colorado, Wyoming, Montana, Idaho,
Utah, Nevada and of course Arizona. Enjoyed the
cooler weather and especially enjoyed the round-up
we were involved in at a friend's ranch in South
Dakota. Wow what an experience. Still nice to come
back home.

Any of you that knows someone that would like to
become a member, please call Ellen Brown our
membership chairman, or call the museum at 928 754-
3399 or call me Karole 928 219-2582.

Any ideas for fundraising or events please contact
me and [ will pass on to our events and fundraising
committees.

We are always looking for new projects. Things that
are fun and can earn money for the museum.

Also, if you have items for the archives and displays
you can call the museum for an appointment to bring
in to be checked out.

Sincerely
Karole Finkelstein
Al President
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EVENTS CALENDAR

All events are at the museum unless otherwise stated

Beth Wexler of Beth’s Burro Barn:

We were excited to announce we have a new date for Beth to return.
She has also expanded her herd of furry friends to include miniature
horses. Rumor is she may bring them with here.

June 27th 2025 - Friday 6pm-7:30pm(AZ time)

Wet Felting Workshop with Elenora Schonhofer:

This is a unique opportunity to learn how to do Wet Felting, a crafting technique that transforms wool fibers
into fabric using water, soap and agitation. It’s a way to create durable, felted fabrics by manipulating wool
fibers with moisture and movement. Class size limited to only 10 people — Adults only - $10.00 each

Please sign up at the museum — class must be pre-paid.

September 24th 2025 - Wednesday Spm-7pm(AZ time)

Lorrie Duggins - Bullhead City Police Dept. Community Service Officer:

You can reduce opportunities for criminals to strike. Join us to learn tips to guard yourself, your home and
your money! Raffle Prizes and take-home materials will be provided.
October 14th 2025 - Tuesday 6pm-7:30pm(AZ time)

Historic Bus Tours with historical gsuide Mary Ragusa:

The next two historical tours are scheduled. Please call the museum at 928-754-3399 to pay and reserve your
seat. The tours start at 1pm and last 2-3 hours. They are sure to fill up fast so check your calendar and call the
museum to secure your seat. Cost $25.

October 18th (Saturday) & 26th (Sunday)2025 - Ipm-(AZ time)

“Soup”erbowl Festival:

The “Soup”’erbowl fundraiser is going to be a big deal. We will be selling handmade ceramic soup bowls that
our guests can then fill with an assortment of soups. This festival will consist of a soup contest indoors and a
festival outside with lots of activities for the kids and much more. If you are available to help with this event
and/or to make a soup or a cake, please call Gale at 661-303-0242.

November 9th, 2025 - Sunday 11am— 3pm(AZ time)

See’s Candies:

We will have another See’s Candies Fundraiser in for the Holidays.
TBD

Beth’s Burro Barn—Christmas Photo Opportunities:

Beth Wexler will be here with here miniature ponies for Christmas pictures.
December 6th, 2025 - Saturday—Time TBD

Private Museum Tour of Searchlight and Nelson Nevada:

Private museum tour of Searchlight and the old town of Nelson. More info to follow.
January 10th, 2026 - Saturday—Time TBD

Private Museum Tour of Chloride Arizona:

Private museum tour of Chloride including a gun fight by the Vigilantes. More info to follow.
February 21st 2026 - Saturday—Time TBD




COLLECTIONS CORNER
Library News

-s & e want to share some exciting news with our members. We are in the planning stages of a multi-phase

project that we hope will encourage children and their families to visit the museum. Currently, the museum
library is dedicated to adult readers and researchers; however, it has been the desire of the collections committee
and board members to expand the library to include a children’s section. Phase one of this special project is to
begin building a children’s section in our library. We want to include both fiction and nonfiction that highlight
the natural history of the desert, the animals and plant life in the tri-state region, historic events and people,
including the indigenous people in our area and statewide. We also want to include early learning books,
(alphabet and numbers), to engage young readers. Phase two of our project is the development of a quarterly
children’s story time specifically for pre-k children, which would include a fun and age-appropriate craft
activity.
We recently received funding from the Bullhead City Morning Kiwanis club and an outside source to support
the start of this exciting project. We are also in the process of applying for a grant from the Arizona Historical
Society for major funding for this undertaking. We anticipate the following timeline: phase one, beginning of
2026, the children’s library is equipped, phase two, pre-k story time, to begin shortly thereafter, possibly spring
2026.

We have multiple goals for this project:
1) attract children and their families to the museum

2) encourage families to become museum members with the special perk of being able to borrow one or two
library books, (children can learn the importance of being responsible for, as well as the need to properly handle
and take care of borrowed items)

3) reach children of all social standing, and circumstances; in addition, hopefully inspire them to learn to love
books, and reading

4) provide an enthusiastic and positive experience at CRHSM, in addition, introduce and encourage families to
want to visit other museums and cultural places

5) ensure that the children's library and programs have a permanent place in the museum, that they continue to
grow and have a positive impact on children and families in our area

If you have any questions about this project or would like to be involved in some way, either financially, or to
be a part of the story time opportunities, please feel free to contact me at the museum email,
(crhsmuseum(@outlook.com). We can share a list of children’s books that we want to purchase for our
collection, if you’re interested in sponsoring any of these items, contact me as well. We will acknowledge your
gift with a special bookplate to go inside the book as well as a special note in the online library catalog that is
coming soon. When we begin to schedule story time next year, there will be an interest / sign-up sheet for those
who would like to be involved.

As we begin this new and very exciting project, we will keep you updated with all the progress being made.
Happy summer!

Irene Holiman
CRHSM Librarian
crhsmuseum@outlook.com
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DESERT TOP 10 TIPS
FOR SAFE and RESPECTFUL DESERT EXPLORING

PLAN & COMMUNICATE.

If you take a drive, walk, stroll or hike by yourself, always
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tell others where you are headed, and when you plan
to return. Print or download area maps as internet and
phone reception may be spotty. Travel with a friend
whenever possible. Keep your phone with you and
fully charged at all times. If your phone battery is low
and you are out on a walk or drive, it's time to turn
back.

PREPARE FOR THE OUTDOORS.

Always wear proper attire for outdoor activities. For off
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trail hiking, thick-soled boots or shoes, long pants, hat,
sunscreen, water and snacks are a must. Take your
medications, a first aid kit, and emergency water and
snacks with you - don't leave them at home or in the
hotel room. Pain reliever, allergy medication,
antiseptic cream, and tweezers might also come in
handy. Bring more provisions than you plan to
consume.

CHECK THE WEATHER.

It can change quickly and drastically, so bring layers for

temperature changes. The high elevation of some
areas can get below freezing in winter, and strong
winds amplify temperature extremes. Flash floods and
lightning strikes are real dangers here, so skip
adventuring in these conditions. In summer, do avoid
hiking or exploring back roads in the heat of the day.

PREPARE YOUR VEHICLE FOR
ADVENTURE.

Fill your gas tank, check the tires, pack your gear and

5.

phone charger. If you plan to drive down dirt roads,
make sure you have a full-sized spare tire and the
ability to put it on if needed.

TAKE CARE ON ALL DESERT ROADS.

Watch for (Bureau of Land Management) signs and make

sure to stay on designated off-highway routes, which
will always be at least one car-width wide. Smaller
trails are illegal for vehicles, and driving on them can
harm plants and wildlife. Dirt roads may not be
maintained, and some may be highly degraded or
unpassable. Be willing to turn around at any point in
your travels when a road looks unsafe. Roads can
often get worse as you go further in, and there is no
AAA tow service away from the highway.

6. STAY FOCUSED ON YOUR SURROUNDINGS.

Take your time and look around you with every step. We
share this desert with rattlesnakes, scorpions, cone
nose bugs, stinging ants and bees, spiders, rodents and
many kinds of plants, with sharp blade-like leaves, as
well as slippery slopes, and uneven ground. And
sharp, old metal things. Oh, yeah, and old mineshafts.
Be calm and cautious when exploring. Do not sit,
stand, reach or walk anywhere that you cannot see
first.

7. KEEP CAREFUL WATCH OVER CHILDREN
AND PETS.

They are the most likely to get injured. Keep pets on leash
outside - they may go from being mellow to chasing
animals across the landscape in an instant. Check
regularly for cactus needles in dog's feet, and watch
for snakes, because your dog won't. Snake-bite is a
rare occurrence among humans, but sadly much more
common in dogs. Keep in mind that if your dog or
child gets bit by a snake, you will need to carry them
to your car.

8. LIMIT DISTRACTIONS.

Do not drink, smoke, or otherwise ingest mind-altering
substances beyond a mild effect (including alcohol).
You will need your wits about you to keep safe and
healthy in this untamed environment! Do not hike or
drive while intoxicated. Beautiful scenery, music,
conversation, children and pets can also be distracting
- make sure you are watching where you are going and
how to get back.

9. QUIT WHILE YOU'RE AHEAD.

Temperature extremes, lack of humidity, and elevation
combine to dehydrate people more easily. Sunstroke,
wind stroke, and exhaustion can happen quickly.
Drink hydrating beverages that replenish electrolytes,
eat snacks, and don't push yourself.

10. DO NO HARM.

Drive on designated routes and walk on trails whenever
possible. This will help preserve the fragile soil
biocrust. Do not feed the wildlife. If you want to help
them, water some of the plants that provide them with
food and shelter. Please do not stack rocks or
otherwise alter the natural environment. Pack it in,
pack it out, and leave no trace. Even better, leave it
better than when you found it. Future generations of
humans and wildlife will thank you for keeping their
home safe too.



WORD PUZZLE

Davis Dam—Access Bridges
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ACCESS BRIDGE BUILT

CAMP COFFERDAM CONTRACT
CUBIC DAM DAVIS

DIVERTED EXCAVATED OUTLET

POWERHOUSE TOWNSITE TRESTLE
UNIT UPSTREAM UTAH

May 2025 Crossword Puzzle answers:
Rose/Bailey Massacre

MEMBERSHIPS

“Huge THANKS to all of you who have renewed for
2025! We appreciate your continued support”

Remember, we are staffed entirely by volunteers, so
all your contribution dollars are used for the ongoing
operation of the museum, the Lil” Red Schoolhouse,
and the Educational Gardens. Please note,
membership dues have increased to $20 for
individuals and $30 for families.

If you have questions about membership, or you’re
interested in becoming a member, please reach out to
Ellen Brown at 928-542-1160 or see one of the
docents when you visit the museum.

Membership Chair—FEllen Brown
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CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS

The Colorado River Historical Society Museum is
seeking volunteers. If you enjoy history and want to
learn more about the area, the society needs you. This
is a chance to meet area visitors from all over the
world and form friendships with a wonderful group of
volunteers. Many of our volunteers are part-time
residents and retirees. Hours are flexible and duties are
as easy or challenging as you would like.

Examples of the types of volunteer we need:

Docent Handyman
Gardener Data Entry
Teachers Marketing

Fundraising & Event Coordinators



COLORADO RIVER
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
MUSEUM
1239 Highway 95 PO Box 1599

Bullhead City, AZ 86429  Bullhead City, AZ 86430

Phone: 928-754-3399
Email: CRHSmuseum@outlook.com
Web: coloradoriverhistoricalsociety.org/
Hours of Operations:
Tuesday—Saturday 10:00am - 2:00pm
(last admittance 1:00pm)

Grapevine News Editor - Laurie Thompson

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Karole Finkelstein — President
Barbra Brandt — Vice-President
Ellen Brown — Secretary
Carla Lucas — Treasurer
Robbie Adams — Director
Denise Vallon — Director
Jim Lucas - Director
Mary Wall — Director
Ray Wesch — Director

Mission Statement

The mission of The Colorado River
Historical Society shall be to operate a
museum to promote interest and knowledge
concerning the history of the Lower
Colorado River area, most specifically the
Tri-state area.
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GIFT SHOP NEWS

The Colorado River Museum gift shop is the perfect
place to find unique gifts fort family, friends and
yourself. We offer fine art, framed photography, food
items that reflect or history and culture.

We have books that tell the many stories of our
southwestern heritage. We have very reasonably
priced items, and all items are sales tax free. Come
and visit us!

SEEKING COLLECTION
DONATIONS

We are always looking for any artifact that is
pertinent to our Tri-state area. This includes, but is
not limited to, photographs, family histories, mining

equipment, Davis Dam, Native Americans,
steamboats, ranching, fossils, explorers, highways,
historical maps, churches, service clubs and
businesses.

¢+ We cannot accept an artifact with stipulations on
it such as it must be displayed in a particular way
or time period.

+We do not accept loans.

Give us a call at the museum if you have an
artifact or historical item you would like us to
consider.


hyyp://coloradoriverhistoricalsociet.org

