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900 BCE - Patayan and Anasazi Indians inhabited Colorado River area.  The Patayan lived in western AZ deserts            
                                  and were ancestral to the Yavapai, Hualapai and Havasupai as well as the Yuman-speaking peoples of the                
                                  Cocopa, Quechan, and Mojave.     

1200 - Mojave Indians planted crops along riverbanks. 

1604 – Juan de Oñate, a Spanish conquistador, explored the Southern region of Mohave County in search of silver. 

He was the first Spaniard to have encountered the Mojave people. 

1776 - Father Garcés was the first European to travel through Mohave Valley and to spend significant time with the 

Mojave. It is believed a petroglyph on Inscription Rock in Davis Camp is a depiction of Father Garcés.  

1826 – Jedediah Smith, fur trapper and first Anglo-American to visit Mohave Valley and meet Mojave people in 

the area. 

1846 – Mexican-American War began. It ended two years later when land, including present-day Arizona, was 
annexed by the U.S. under the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo. 

1852 - Steamboats began travelling Colorado River. 
1857 - Lt. Edward Beale surveyed tri-state area for government. Camels were used to deliver the mail. 
1858 - Lt. J.C. Ives, during a survey of the Colorado River, named Pyramid Canyon, and Bulls Head rock. The area 

will later be selected as site of Davis Dam, during the survey of the Colorado River. 
1859 – U.S. Army fort established to protect travelers along the Beale’s Wagon Road. It was named Camp 

Colorado but will later be known as Fort Mojave. 
1863 - Extensive mining began in tri-state area. 
1864 - William Harrison Hardy founded Hardyville, on the AZ side, of the Colorado River. In July of the following 

year, three Hualapai chiefs granted right of way for the Mojave-Prescott toll road to Hardy for $150 in 
merchandise. 

1890 – Fort Mojave was closed and the land transferred to the Office of Indian Affairs. The buildings were used as 
the site of a boarding school for Native American children.  It will be closed in 1931 and the buildings 
eventually abandoned. 

1900 - Katherine Mine discovered.  
1902 - Reclamation Services investigated new dam site in Pyramid Canyon. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       Continued on pg2 
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Hello Members 
This month’s feature is a brief timeline of events that have shaped the Bullhead City and Laughlin communities.  

We hope you enjoy it. - Collection Committee 



 

2 

Continued from pg1 

1909 - Mohave Valley received its first electricity through the Desert Power and Water Company from                             

                                  nearby (Kingman) hydroelectric plant.  

1912 – Feb. 14 – AZ became 48th state. 

1916 – Arizona, California & Nevada Telephone Company announced an agreement to provide Kingman 

and Mohave County direct long-distance service.  

1921 – The new town of Tri-State, NV in Clark County was established in July. It was opposite Katherine 

Landing.  

1927 - Desert Power & Water has 80 miles of 45,000-volt transmission lines serving Mohave County mining 

camps. 

1930 - Davis Dam Project authorized.  

1931 - Gambling legalized in Nevada.  

1933 – The Tennessee Valley Act authorized construction of transmission lines to serve farms and villages 

not otherwise supplied with electricity at reasonable rates. 

1935 – President FDR established the Rural Electrification Administration (REA).  Hoover Dam dedicated 

by President Franklin D. Roosevelt. 

1940 – The town of South Pointe established to serve construction workers on the Davis Dam and miners in 

the area.   

1942 - Construction starts and stops on Davis Dam; last steamboat runs the Colorado River; last precious 

metal taken from Katherine Mine. Bullhead City is created. 

1946 - Construction resumed on Davis Dam & Mohave Electric Cooperative established. 

1947 – MEC had just over five miles of line and was serving 90-meter locations.   

1947 – MEC secured an REA to expand services, bringing electricity to Bullhead City and Mohave Mesa. 

1953 - Davis Dam finished; Bull Head Rock is partially submerged, while the settlement of Tri-State is 

totally submerged by Lake Mohave, just north of the Dam. 

1966 - Don Laughlin bought and opened Riverside Resort. 

The Collection’s Committee has been busy working on several projects. One of our primary focuses remains 
the long-term project of entering all data related to the collection into CatalogIt, a cloud-based application. 
Although this task is quite meticulous and time-consuming, we are committed to its completion, knowing that 
it will provide safe storage for our collection’s data and allow for easy access to records for every item. 

You may have noticed that the Collection’s Committee has also taken on the task of composing the feature 
article for the newsletter. Karen Santschi has generously agreed to serve as the coordinator ensuring that we 
have engaging and informative content ready for publication each month. Karen, along with other volunteers, 
is busy researching and composing articles for future issues. Our goal is not only to provide articles that are 
educational and entertaining but occasionally give you a glimpse at the past by using other documents, or 
publications. This month we thought our members would enjoy the general timeline that Karen and other 
committee members created. This timeline is also available for visitors to the museum. 

I am also excited to announce the completion of the new Phonograph exhibit, which I mentioned in a previous 
newsletter. The exhibit features three distinct phonographs from the early 1900’s, offering a unique look at the 
evolution of sound technology. Special thanks go to volunteer Bill Pumford for conducting research on these 
items and providing text for the exhibit signage. In addition, the committee has been busy updating and 
enhancing the Davis Dam exhibit to provide an even more informative and immersive experience for our 
visitors. I invite everyone to stop by and see these new exhibits soon. 

Carla Lucas 

CRHS Curator 

COLLECTIONS CORNER 
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WORD PUZZLE 

Bullhead City & Laughlin Events Timeline 

 P R E S I D E N T S  

C O R N E R  

Hello All, and welcome October. Another weather change 
and hopefully Fall is actually here. 

We have been doing pretty good with visitors and getting a 
few donations. Thank you to everyone who have been 
coming and participating with the museum.  

If there's anyone out there that would still like to be a 
volunteer, we're here to take your information and 
hopefully you would enjoy coming down for a few hours 
and be a part of the museum and, of course, we're always 
looking for members. So, if you know anybody out there 
that is interested and becoming a member, please notify 
myself at 928-219-2582, or call the museum at 928-754-
3399.  

We are hoping that the community will enjoy coming to the 
museum to see our programs, don't forget to come and visit 
our beautiful store that we have in the museum. We have so 
many wonderful items, and remember, if you are a member 
you get 10% off and because we are non-profit there is no 
tax on any items. There are so many things for birthdays, 
Christmas and all other holidays. Just come in and look and 
I know you'll find something that will appeal to you. Our 
selection of books is amazing with lots of things for 
children. So come on down, take a look. Also, I would like 
to wish Mary Wall (our retail chairperson) a full recovery 
and welcome back to the museum.  

I have been a little occupied as my husband had a stroke 
and it has been a little bit tough, but we're dealing with it 
and I have not been at the museum so often, but I am trying 
to sneak in a little bit with my wonderful daughter. Tami 
has been here since the stroke happened and has been my 
angel to help me. Anyway, hoping that things get better and 
that's about all I have to say for this month and hope to see 
you at the museum. 

Remember, our hours for October are now 10:00 to 4:00.  

Sincerely 
Karole Finkelstein 
President 

September 2025 Crossword Puzzle answers: 

Katherine Bagg Hastings 

A Message from our Membership Chairman: 

Remember, the benefits of your membership include 

free admission to other area museums including, 

Mohave, Needles, and Lake Havasu as well as a 10% 

discount in our gift shop! 
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EVENTS CALENDAR 

 

All events are at the museum unless otherwise stated 

Historic Bus Tours with historical guide Mary Ragusa:  

The next two historical tours are scheduled. These are private tours for 
the Bullhead City Ladies 2025 but may have some open seating 
available. Please call the museum at 928-754-3399 to check availability 
and pay to reserve your seat. The tours start at 1pm and last 2-3 hours. 
Cost $25. 
October 18th (Saturday) & 26th (Sunday)2025 - 1pm-(AZ time) 
Note: More tours are in the works for next February and April. 

“Soup”erBowl Festival:  

Mark your for the Colorado River Historical Society Museum's first Soup"erbowl 
festival. 

The first 50 guests will have the opportunity to purchase a one-of-a-kind 
handmade ceramic soup bowl, then fill that bowl with an assortment of hand-
crafted soups. The purchase price for these special soup bowls is $25.00 which 
includes all the soup you can eat. Kids (only) paper bowls are just $5.00. 

There will be an assortment of things to do at our festival, including music by DJ 
Loki, cake walk, rock painting, gold mining, bracelet making, hair braiding and 
face painting all at no additional charge. As a special treat, Culver's will be 
donating ice cream to the first 75 kids!! 

The Museum and the Lil’ Red Schoolhouse will also be open this day for your 
enjoyment. All the events at our "Soup"erbowl festival are free of charge (except 
the purchase of your bowl). 

We will be selling tickets for wonderful raffle items along with a 50/50 drawing 
to complete this fun-filled day. 

Please bring cash if possible, to eliminate long lines at our front counter for credit 
card sales. 

Hope to see you all there!!!!! 

If you are available to help with this event and/or to make a soup or a cake, please 
call Gale at 661-303-0242. 

November 9th, 2025 - Sunday 11am– 3pm(AZ time) 

Our Holiday See’s Candies Storefront is now open! 

Click here to visit store 
or use QR code below 

 

https://www.yumraising.com/store/winter-2025-colorado-river-museum-92f5/GalGra5325
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Beth’s Burro Barn—Christmas Photo Opportunities:  

Beth Wexler will be here with here miniature ponies for Christmas pictures. 
December 6th, 2025 - Saturday—Time TBD 
 

Private Museum Tour of Searchlight and Nelson Nevada:  

Private museum tour of Searchlight and the old town of Nelson. More info to follow. 
January 10th, 2026 - Saturday—Time TBD 

 

Private Museum Tour of Chloride Arizona:  

Private museum tour of Chloride including a gun fight by the Vigilantes. More info to follow. 
February 21st 2026 - Saturday—Time TBD 

 

Private Museum Tour of Walking Box Ranch Nevada:  

Founded in 1931 by actors Rex Bell and Clara Bow as a working 400,000 acre ranch and visited by 

Hollywood nobility such as Clark Gable, Carol Lombard, Errol Flynn and Lionel Barrymore. The ranch is 

not open to the public so this tour is a unique opportunity for our museum. Space is limited to 30 guests  

March 14th 2026 - Saturday—Time TBD 

 

Preserving Our Past:  

Call for Historical Donations 
Help Us Enrich Our Museum Collection  

We are seeking donations of artifacts, photographs, documents, newspapers, and other historical items related to the 
local Tri-State area. 
 

We are particularly looking for items that tell the stories of: 
•The construction and legacy of Davis Dam 
•Early family histories of the area 
•Mining equipment and memorabilia 
•The Mojave people and their traditions 
•Fort Mojave and the soldiers who served there 
•The steamboats that once traversed the Colorado River 
•Ranching, explorers, and the adventurers of the past 
•Businesses and organizations that shaped the area prior to 1990 
 
Every artifact has a story to tell, and your contributions can help us bring those stories to life for generations to 
come. Whether it is an old photograph in a dusty album, documents tucked away in a drawer, or an heirloom that 
reflects our shared history, your donation can make a difference. 
 

If you have items you’d like to contribute or if you are unsure about the historical significance of an artifact, please 
contact Carla at 928-754-3399 or email her at crhsmuseum@outlook.com, or visit the museum during our open 
hours to discuss potential donations. 
 
Thank you for your support. 

COLLECTION DONATIONS 

mailto:crhsmuseum@outlook.com
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C O L O R A D O  R I V E R  
H I S T O R I C A L  S O C I E T Y  

M U S E U M  

Mission Statement 
 

The mission of The Colorado River 
Historical Society shall be to operate a 

museum to promote interest and knowledge 
concerning the  history of the Lower 

Colorado River area, most specifically the 
Tri-state area. 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Karole Finkelstein – President 

Barbra Brandt – Vice-President 

Ellen Brown – Secretary  

Carla Lucas – Treasurer 

Robbie Adams – Director  

Denise Vallon – Director  

Jim Lucas - Director 

Mary Wall – Director 

Ray Wesch – Director 

1239 Highway 95 

Bullhead City, AZ 86429  

Phone: 928-754-3399 

Email: CRHSmuseum@outlook.com 

Web: coloradoriverhistoricalsociety.org/ 

Hours of Operations: 
Tuesday—Saturday 10:00am - 4:00pm 

(last admittance 3:00pm) 

PO Box 1599 

Bullhead City, AZ 86430  

Grapevine News Editor - Laurie Thompson 

C O L O R A D O  R I V E R  
H I S T O R I C A L  S O C I E T Y  

M U S E U M  

GIFT SHOP NEWS 

From the Children’s Corner in the gift shop we are 

featuring the Bat Book, the perfect gift for Halloween. 

It is an extremely informative book written in a “kid 

friendly” format.  

Come check out the gift shop and see what else is 

waiting in the Children’s Corner. There are lots of fun 

finds for kids, so you’re sure to discover something 

special! 

 

 

 

 

 

The Colorado River Historical Society Museum is 
seeking volunteers. If you enjoy history and want to 
learn more about the area, the society needs you. This 
is a  chance to meet area visitors from all over the 
world and form friendships with a wonderful group of 
volunteers. Many of our volunteers are part-time 
residents and retirees. Hours are flexible and duties are 
as easy or challenging as you would like. 
 

Examples of the types of volunteer we need: 
Docent                                                                                                              Handyman 
Gardener                                                                                                        Data Entry 

                           Teachers                                                                                                        Marketing 
                Fundraising & Event Coordinators 

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS 

 

hyyp://coloradoriverhistoricalsociet.org

