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Who Was “Katherine”? 

Most of us living in the Tri-State area are familiar with the Katherine Mine (above), Katherine 

Landing, and some may even live in Katherine Heights.  But how many of us know who Katherine 

was?   She was Katherine Bagg Hastings. 

 

Katherine (legal name - Katharine) Frances, also known as 

“Carrie,” was born in California on October 30, 1877, to Stanley 

Chipman Bagg and Charlotte Maria Winchester Bagg.  When 

Katherine was 2 years old, her parents moved from California to 

Arizona, finally settling in Tombstone in 1881.  In March 1881, 

the family welcomed a son, John Sherman.   
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Between 1888 and 1895, Stanley founded The Prospector, 

purchased the Epitaph, and began publication of the Arizona 

Kicker.  Young Katherine and John Sherman established 

their own publication known as The Bug Hunter.  In 1895, 

Stanley sold his interest in the news publications and with 

his young son, John Sherman, became involved in the 

mining industry. 

One day in September 1900, father, son and a family friend 

were riding in the area northeast of what is today, Katherine 

Landing, when John Sherman found rocks which would turn 

out to be a mixture containing yellow-gold. Being 18 years 

old, John registered his claim under his father’s name and 

named his mine after his 23-year-old sister, Katherine.  

 
 
 
 

 

By this time, Katherine had been sent to boarding school at the age of 14, and in 1904 she 
married newspaperman John Russel Hasting in New York.   Katherine became a genealogist 
and a member of the New England Historic Genealogical Society as well as the New York 
Genealogical and Biographical Society.   
 

 

 

Around 1930, Katherine inherited the Trussell-Winchester 

Adobe in California when her aunt, Miss Sarah Winchester, 

died.  After John Russel’s death in 1942 in New York, 

Katherine lived in Santa Barbara, California. Katherine and 

John were childless and upon Katherine’s death on June 2, 

1955, she bequeathed the property to the Santa Barbara 

Historical Society. 

 

 

 

 

Photograph one of Katherine with her father and brother, courtesy of Mark Palmer via Ancestry.com 

Photographs two and three of Katherine, courtesy of Gledhill Library, Santa Barbara Historical Museum 

Katherine Bagg Hastings c. 1930 

Katherine Bagg Hastings  

c. 1910 New York 
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WORD PUZZLE 

Katherine Bagg Hastings 

 

P R E S I D E N T S  

C O R N E R  

Well September has arrived, and the weather is changing. 
Hopefully Fall will soon come. Our BLM speaker was 
amazing, and I hope many of you got to come and see 
Carrie give her presentation. It was really very informative.  
I want to thank everyone that has been coming and 
participating in the museum events. Watch for our events 
coming up, as we do have some more things happening 
here. 

For myself, I have been involved with two projects, one 
with the city called America250 which will involve our 
museum in the celebration of the 250th anniversary of the 
United States. Also, Laurie Thompson and I are involved 
with another program for the museum called Davis Dam75 
celebrating the 75th anniversary of the completion of Davis 
Dam. More to come on both these projects. We at the 
museum want to be involved with these programs as we are 
very community orientated.  

Also, if there's anyone that would like to be a volunteer 
we’d be happy to talk with you and sign you up. Hopefully 
you would enjoy coming down for a few hours and be a 
part of the museum. Additionally,  we're always looking for 
new members, so if you know anybody out there that is 
interested in becoming a member, please notify myself at 
928-219-2582, or call the museum at 928-754-3399. One 
last thing, our hours until October are still 10:00 to 2:00 
then in October they will change to 10:00 to 4:00. 

Also don't forget to come and visit our beautiful store that 
we have in the museum. We have so many wonderful items 
and remember if you are a member, you get 10% off and 
because we are non-profit there is no tax on any items. 
There are so many things for birthdays, Christmas and all 
the other holidays. Just come in and look and I know you'll 
find something that will appeal to you. Our selection of 
books is amazing with lots of things for children. So come 
on down take a look! 

Anyway, moving into the rest of the year we are hoping 
that the community will enjoy coming to the museum to see 
our programs to visit with our members and our volunteers 
and thank you so much for your support as without it we 
couldn't have our wonderful association. Thank you.   

Sincerely  
Karole Finkelstein, 

President 

August 2025 Crossword Puzzle answers: 

Davis Dam—Dam’n News 

Karole and Barbie with BLM Officer 
Carrie Wostal. 
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EVENTS CALENDAR 

 

All events are at the museum unless otherwise stated 

Lorrie Duggins  

Bullhead City Police Dept. Community Service Officer:  

You can reduce opportunities for criminals to strike. Join us to learn tips to 
guard yourself, your home and your money!       
 
    Raffle Prizes and take-home materials will be provided.  

Historic Bus Tours with historical guide Mary Ragusa:  

The next two historical tours are scheduled. These are private tours for 
the Bullhead City Ladies 2025 but may have some open seating 
available. Please call the museum at 928-754-3399 to check availability 
and pay to reserve your seat. The tours start at 1pm and last 2-3 hours. 
Cost $25. 
October 18th (Saturday) & 26th (Sunday)2025 - 1pm-(AZ time) 
Note: More tours are in the works for next February and April. 

“Soup”erBowl Festival:  

Mark your for the Colorado River Historical Society Museum's first Soup"erbowl 
festival. 

The first 50 guests will have the opportunity to purchase a one-of-a-kind 
handmade ceramic soup bowl, then fill that bowl with an assortment of hand-
crafted soups. The purchase price for these special soup bowls is $25.00 which 
includes all the soup you can eat. Kids (only) paper bowls are just $5.00. 

There will be an assortment of things to do at our festival, including music by DJ 
Loki, cake walk, rock painting, gold mining, bracelet making, hair braiding and 
face painting all at no additional charge. As a special treat, Culver's will be 
donating ice cream to the first 75 kids!! 

The Museum and the Lil’ Red Schoolhouse will also be open this day for your 
enjoyment. All the events at our "Soup"erbowl festival are free of charge (except 
the purchase of your bowl). 

We will be selling tickets for wonderful raffle items along with a 50/50 drawing 
to complete this fun-filled day. 

Please bring cash if possible, to eliminate long lines at our front counter for credit 
card sales. 

Hope to see you all there!!!!! 

If you are available to help with this event and/or to make a soup or a cake, please 
call Gale at 661-303-0242. 
November 9th, 2025 - Sunday 11am– 3pm(AZ time) 

Our Holiday See’s Candies Storefront is now open! 

Click here to visit store 
or use QR code below 
 

https://www.yumraising.com/store/winter-2025-colorado-river-museum-92f5/GalGra5325
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Beth’s Burro Barn—Christmas Photo Opportunities:  

Beth Wexler will be here with here miniature ponies for Christmas pictures. 
December 6th, 2025 - Saturday—Time TBD 
 

Private Museum Tour of Searchlight and Nelson Nevada:  

Private museum tour of Searchlight and the old town of Nelson. More info to follow. 
January 10th, 2026 - Saturday—Time TBD 
 

Private Museum Tour of Chloride Arizona:  

Private museum tour of Chloride including a gun fight by the Vigilantes. More info to follow. 
February 21st 2026 - Saturday—Time TBD 

 

Private Museum Tour of Walking Box Ranch Nevada:  

Founded in 1931 by actors Rex Bell and Clara Bow as a working 400,000 acre ranch and visited by 

Hollywood nobility such as Clark Gable, Carol Lombard, Errol Flynn and Lionel Barrymore. The ranch is 

not open to the public so this tour is a unique opportunity for our museum. Space is limited to 30 guests  

March 14th 2026 - Saturday—Time TBD 

If you have visited the library recently, you may have noticed a shifting of books, as well as labels on the book 

spines. These labels are Library of Congress call numbers, like street addresses for books, helping you find 

them on the shelves. Our museum library uses a web-based system called LibraryThing to catalog its books. 

Soon, we hope to provide members with the ability to search the catalog, TinyCat, remotely, to explore the 

great resources we offer. 
 

We've applied for two grants: one from the Arizona Historical Society, (Certified Historical Institutions), and 

another from Arizona Financial Credit Union's Local Causes program. These will help us create a children’s 

library and host a preschool story time. We expect to hear back about the awards in the coming weeks and will 

let you know the results. We have received some funding for this project from the Bullhead City Kiwanis and 

a private donor.  

The type of children’s books we're looking for are about the desert, its plants and animals, the river, pioneers, 

mining, and the Indigenous people of our area and state.  

If you have any questions about the library, our needs, or would like additional information, please email me 

at: 

Irene Holiman 

CRHSM Librarian  

crhsmuseum@outlook.com. 

COLLECTIONS CORNER 

Library News 
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C O L O R A D O  R I V E R  
H I S T O R I C A L  S O C I E T Y  

M U S E U M  

Mission Statement 
 

The mission of The Colorado River 
Historical Society shall be to operate a 

museum to promote interest and knowledge 
concerning the  history of the Lower 

Colorado River area, most specifically the 
Tri-state area. 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Karole Finkelstein – President 

Barbra Brandt – Vice-President 

Ellen Brown – Secretary  

Carla Lucas – Treasurer 

Robbie Adams – Director  

Denise Vallon – Director  

Jim Lucas - Director 

Mary Wall – Director 

Ray Wesch – Director 

1239 Highway 95 

Bullhead City, AZ 86429  

Phone: 928-754-3399 

Email: CRHSmuseum@outlook.com 

Web: coloradoriverhistoricalsociety.org/ 

Hours of Operations: 
Tuesday—Saturday 10:00am - 2:00pm 

(last admittance 1:00pm) 

PO Box 1599 

Bullhead City, AZ 86430  

Grapevine News Editor - Laurie Thompson 

C O L O R A D O  R I V E R  
H I S T O R I C A L  S O C I E T Y  

M U S E U M  

GIFT SHOP NEWS 

We are pleased to announce that a new shipment of 

museum logo T-shirts has arrived at our Museum Gift 

Shop. These shirts are available in a variety of colors 

including teal, cranberry, gray, and black.  

 

 

 

 

 

The Colorado River Historical Society Museum is 
seeking volunteers. If you enjoy history and want to 
learn more about the area, the society needs you. This 
is a  chance to meet area visitors from all over the 
world and form friendships with a wonderful group of 
volunteers. Many of our volunteers are part-time 
residents and retirees. Hours are flexible and duties are 
as easy or challenging as you would like. 
 

Examples of the types of volunteer we need: 
Docent                                                                                                              Handyman 
Gardener                                                                                                        Data Entry 

                           Teachers                                                                                                        Marketing 
                Fundraising & Event Coordinators 

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS 

 

T-shirt with a pocket - $17.00.  

T-shirt without a pocket - $15.00. 

hyyp://coloradoriverhistoricalsociet.org

